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son is thz observer, the one who does not know how 'to ask. He does not talk about
any type of food eating. All he observes is people sitting one way or leaning
another way. He is not even into it to make detailed observatious so he can actually

practice. Him we have to drag in. We have to bring in all sorts of differenc

programs.

This, my friends, is the challenge that is before us in America today. We have
these four types of Jews. We have the intellectuals, who have not reached because
we have given them a pablum~type Judaism. We have not showed them Judaism's depth,
its intellectual relevance to our day and our own problems. We have the people
who are afraid to make a commitment. We have to get through to them. They cannot
get married. Some of them cannot even hold a job for a long period of tiem.

They go from one job to another job. They cannot seem to make a commitment.

We have to get to them. Then you have those who are afraid that Judaism costs

too much. It costs too much financially and psychologically. We have to show
them that that is not so, that it adds so wmuch to your life that it is all worth
it. Finally, we have the observers, the people who will never come to synagogue
and pray but will only come to watch others-pray. They will come to a simcha

and thay will not dance, who will not participate. We have to lure them somehow
fromt he Aleph and the Tof of different kinds of programs to get them to participate
because once they participate they will truly love it. We have to make sure that
we present Judaism in a joyous way. Remember that in the Haggadah we stress only
the positive, not the negative. We mention the negative only in passing, but

we stress the beauty and joy and happiness of Judaism. That is what we have to
do. We cannot portray it as something very difficult.and hard otherwise our people
will not make a commitment to it. We cannot say it is hard to be a Jew. It may
be hard to be a Jew but it is hard to be anything else. 1f a woman is. always
saying.it is so hard to make Pesach even though she does a 100% kosher job, rest

assured her children will not keep Pesach, or when it comes ro making a commitment
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to others to get married, if we make terrible jokes about marriage and how difficult
it is and say yes, until you are married you are not completed but after marriage
you are finished. If we make jokes like that then we are going to destroy all

hope of gerting our young pevple to commit to the future. Let us all hope and

pray that we will solve these problems, that we will present an intellectual JUdaism,
that we will see how we can attract pezople who cannot even make a commitment to
anything, that we will demonstrate to those who are afraid Judaism costs too much
that it is all worth it, and that we will somehow th-ough managed programs bring

@n our observers. If we do that, then rest assured that Judaism will survive

in America, that in spite the bad news of a 52% intermarraige rate we will be

able to reverse it and that Judaism will thrive and grow so that the Mashiach

will come quickly in our day. Amen.
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Pesach is different tham other Jewish holidays. On other Jewish holidays we,

at least in ancient cimes as well as today, welcome everybody into our services

and to participate, Jew and non-Jew. Whether you are an apostate Jew or uncircumcized
Jew we welcome you. On Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur everyone was welcome to

come to the services. In ancient days, though, not everybody was welcome to

attend the seder, the seder in which the paschal lamb was eaten. A gentile

could not eat of the paschal lamb neither could an apostate Jew or an uncircumcized
Jew. Pesach was about Jewish commitment, about being committed to Jewish ideals.
If you were not committed to the Jewish ideals then you could not participate

in the seder. This does not hold true anymore today because we do not have

the paschal lamb, but the question still remains, why was it that the Torah
permitted anyone to come to Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur services but when it

came to the paschal lamb we did not permit an apostate Jew or an uncircumcized

Jew or a gentile to eat of the paschal lamb?

The answer, the rabbis say, is bacause Pesach talks about Jewish coniinuity.

It talks about the continuation of the Jewish people. Without commitment, without
the ability to sacrifice, and without the ability to give of yourself and your
time to Judaism Judaism will never be able to survive. .On Pesach we learn about
the four sons. We learn about the four questions. We learn about the four

cups of wine. Four is the number which predominates on Pesach. Why should

this be?

There are many answers. The rabbis say four stands for the four matriarchs,

that if it would not be for rhe women of Israel the Jewish people would never
have been redeemed from Egypt. Four also stands for family. The minimum is

a mother, a father, a boy, aad a girl. It is only through the family that Judaism
can survive. If the family is weak Judaism cannot survive. If the family is
strong then no matter what blows are directed against us we will survive. Other

people say that the number four strands for the four ways in which G-d redeemed
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us from Egypt, and they quote a Posek in Vayera which lists the four different
expressions for the redemption of the Jewish people. The Vilner Gaon has a
different interpretation. The Vilner Gaon says that the number four stands

for the four types of needy people there are in the world. There is one type
of person who is hungry. There is another type of person who has enough food
but he is afraid that he will need more and he is anxious because he does not
think that he has enough food. There is a third type of person who is going
on a journey and, of course, he is hungry bacause when he goes to new: countries
and new lands he is given a new type of diet, a diet with which he is not familiar,
and he is not always able to eat the food that is presented to him. Finally,
there is the person who is a slave, the person who is in prison. The Vilner
Gaon say that this corresponds to the four different occasions upon which we
are to say Gomel. When we are freed from four different conditions we are supposed
to come to the Torah and make a special blessing thanking G-d for allowing us
to overcome these typ2 of problems. The first time we bench Gomel is when we
recover from a sickness. The second time that the bench Gomel is when we have
erossed a desert and come home safely. The third time is when we have crossed
the sea and again come home or to our destination safely. The fourth time is
when we are released from prison. The Vilner Gaon says that actually. these
four types correspond to the four types of hunger that there are in the world,
that a person who is hungry is comparable to a person who is sick because when
you are sick you cannot always eat and your sickness, of course, emaciates you,
that a person who has food but he does not think he has enough is like a person
who is crossing a desert, that that type of 2 person is:afraid that his food
will run out, that he will not have enough, and, of course, a person who takes
a journey across the sea is a persom, again, who is going.to be subjecred to
all different types of diets and foods thar he may not be familiar with. A

person who is released from prison is like a person who has been released from
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slavery.

Actually, if we look carefully we will see that if we deal with the four sons

we will see that they, too, really correspond to these four different types.

You have the wise son and the evil son. Actually the evil son is not really

so evil. After all, he is at a seder. After all, he is still participating

in a seder, but he is an agirator. He is a.person who makes fun of what is
going on, but, in a certain sense, we all need agitators. It is like the story

I remembar hearing recently about a person who bought a brand new washing machine
and he plugged in the washing machine, put in the clothes. Everything seemed

to be fine except thz clothes came out dirty. He did not know what. to do so

he called the repairman. The service representarive came our and looked at

the machine. Sure enough, it was plugged in right. Yes, he had put in the

soap right. Yes, everything was fine about the machine except that the facrory
had forgotten to put in an agitator. An agitator, of course, is what shakes

up the clothes and allows them to becoms clean. Sometimes we need, too, a person
who is constantly questioning us so we really understand what we are doing and
that after we answer his questions really do what we do much better, so in a
bertain sense he is not really an evil person. He is a person who is suffering,
though. He is suffering from an inability to make commitment, and he mocks
others who make a commitment. Then we have the simple son and the son who does
not know how to ask. Now the wise son is similar to a person who is questing.

He is going over the sea. He is a person who is constantly searching and searching
and many times we fail to give the correct answars to our youngsters and we

lose their commitment, too, because we feed them pap and pablum for Judaism
instead of giving them Judaism's intellectual answers, instead of facing questions
squarely we give them simple answers which everybody knows are really false.

The evil son is really the person.who is sick. He cannot make a commitment
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at all, and the reason he cannot make a commitment is because he just does not
have it within him to make a commitment. Most of these people can never get
married, never can hold a job. These are people who fail to commit themselves

to anything, either because they are afraid they are going to fail at it or
because they feel they do not have enough facts or because there is just someching
within them which does not give them the confidence to make the commitment.

Then you have to simple son. The simple son is one who has.food but he is afraid.
He is like one crossing the desert. He is afraid that he will not have enough.
He is a person who asks, what is this? He asks, what is this because he is
afraid that perhaps he will not have enough. He is afraid that perhaps Pesach
costs too much. He is afraid that perhaps he will run out of resources. He

is a person who has but he is afraid. Therefore, when we answer him we tlel

him that with a strong hand G-d has brought us out of Egypr. Don't be afraid.
There is G-d there. G-d took us out of Egypt and the Jewish people went out

with only matzah and still G-d took care of them. Then you have the son who

does not even know how to ask. That is the person who is ‘an observer. He does
not make a commitment because he sits with his hands folded and says, show me.

In fact, you can even see that when you answer him the Haggadah says, 'You should
open for him." The only problem is that the grammar is wrong here. At is feminine
and Petach is masculine. Tt should either be Atoh Petach or At Peechee. It
should not be At Petach. The rabbis answer that really At here does not stand
for you. It stands for Aleph and Tof, which means from the beginning of the
alphabet to the end of the alphabet you should open. A person who cannot make

a commitment because he is just an obsarver you have to show him everything.

You have to get him excited. You have to show him everything that goes on in

the seder. In fact, that's why it says at the end, "Because of this G-d did

for me when I went forth from Egypt..." The rabbis say that Bahvoorzeh means

you show him the matzah and the maror and everything that is going on in the
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szder, that you must try to reach him with a variety of different kinds of programs
to bring him in. We, therefore, have the four different types of people who will
fail to make a commitment. You have the wise son, who does not make a commitment
because we have not given him sufficient reason. We have not shown him the intellectual!
depth of Judaism. We have the evil son, who has difficulty making any commitment.
It is like he is sick. That's why it says, "that you blunt his teeth". In other
words, you try to shake him up. You try to tell him, "Listen, something is wrong
with you. You have to get yourself together psychologically. You have to be

able to commit yourself to bes part of a people, part of a family, part of a group.'
And the simple son, we tell him to stop bzing afraid. He is afraid that perhaps
he is going to run out of money or time. It costs too much to be Jewish, and

it is true it does cost a lost of money to be Jewish. There is a study which

has just been published which states that it costs actually a fortune, but what

iis he worried about? There is a G-d in the world. Yes, it costs money to educate
your children. Yes, it costs money to keep the Shabbos. Yes, it costs money

to keep the Jewish holidays, but G-d will be there to help you and you will be
able to do it. Then you have the person who does not know how to ask and you

must show him everyrhing.

That is, of course, what the four cups stand. for as well. The first cup stands

for rthe wise son, and when you make the kiddush you explain all the reasons for

the holidays. You go into detail. With the second cup we say after slavery.

We say right before the eat the matzah. We drink the second cup of wine. AFter

we have explained to the evil son, '"Yes, it is difficult when you make a commitment.
Yes, there was an onerous slavery that we had to endure, but it was all worth

it. Yes, it is hard when you accept respomsibility, but at the end it leads you

to joy and happiness." At the end right before we drink the second cup we say

part of Hallel. Yes, commitments are difficult. Yes, sometimes they are harassing,

but they lead to great joy and happiness. Then you have the third cup and the
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chird cup we s;y after the benching when we see that we are satisfied, that we

do have enough food to eat and we open the door to Elijah, We tell the simple
one, "What are you afraid of? Are you afraid of being a Jew? Are you afraid

that they are going to mock you, that you are inferior? Are you afraid that they
are going to beat you up?'" Yes, there are many times to be afraid, buc G-d is
thare to help us. G-d has seen to it that the Jewish people survive. When you
say, "What's all this? I can't take this. 1It's too hard for me." This is ther
person who has food but he is afraid it will not be enough. He is afraid he will
not have the inner resources and outer resources in order to .stand up to a hostile
environment and still say he is a Jew, but we tell him, "Yes, G-d took us out

with a strong hand. Yes, Elijah is there to help us." Finally, we have the last
son and the last son we show him everything in the Haggadah. Then we drink the
last cup of wine. We drink the last cup of wine and we then say that all the
rites of Pesach have been kept correctly and ended is the Passover seder according
to custom, statute, and law. In fact, we even go further aad for the son who

does not even know how to ask w2 sing our songs, our songs which have to do with
Jewish values. Even the Manishtanah in the very beginning speaks actually about
these four sons as well. 1In fact, if we look at the Manishtanah we will see that
the first question has to do with chometz and matzah. The second question is the
question that the wise son is interested in. The second question concerns bitterness.
Why do we eat bitter herbs today? That is the second son, the evil son who really
cannot stand the bitterness of exile. He does not know that through the acceptance
of responsibility and hard work, through the bitterness that this may entil you
eventually come to great joy. The third question is for the simple son, the Tom
because actually Tom in Hebrew is a positive rerm, not a negarive term, but here
it is a person who 1s afraid of the world. He sits in his tent fearful of the
world, and he is afraid that it is going to cost him.too much money, so he says,

"Other nights we do not even dip once, now we are dipping twice?" And the last




